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A PAIN WITHIN ME, A SRI LANKAN - MAFAZA MAHIR [TRANSLATION]

| am a son born of Sri Lanka,

One who was trapped in the shroud of racism.
Twentysix years ago from today,

| am one who witnessed millions of losses.

The night sky of lran turns crimson.

By the ruthless conspiracies of Israel,

As a son of Eelam who has felt such pain,
How can | remain silent?

Tender children who went to school

With half their bodies charred and the rest trembling,
Calling out the name of the Almighty;

Their eyes have closed forever!

| am a Sri Lankan

While the wounds of my own nation remain unhealed.
Recorded safely within the pages of a diary

They still contemplate the uncertainty of tomorrow.
The same pain that | endured

Must my brother nation suffer it too?

My voice may be small,

But it is certainly not silence.

My writing is a protest.

My art

is a question.

Hey, American Military! When will you end this era of war?

Does the voice of people pleading for peace not reach your ears?



